DISEASE   AND   PHILOSOPHY
Preliminary studies on a philosophical history of medicine as the

safest foundation for the present reform of this science.
Paieon or popular philosophy of medicine and its history.
Axioms from the metaphysics of nature applied to chemical and

medical subjects.
A dualistic system of medicine, or doctrine of the antitheses in the

forces of the living animal organism.9

These books were written while Laennec in France published
his classical treatise on auscultation and the diseases of the chest.
Germany emerged from this nightmare in the eighteen-forties and
with Helmholtz medicine took a sharp turn to the laboratory.
German medicine never had a steady and straight-forward devel-
opment. It always went from one extreme to the other.10 This
was at the same time its weakness and its strength. What Albrecht
von Haller once said of the English applies much more to the
Germans: "Whatever this people undertakes, it brings to perfec-
tion, the good as well as the evil." n

After a period of philosophical idealism and unrestrained specu-
lation, Germany had a period of philosophical materialism with
Feuerbach, Marx, Engels, Vogt, Biichner. Medicine became ex-
tremely scientific and soon had a leading position in the world. The
pendulum swung back. Hans Driesch, von Uexkiill and others
developed a neo-vitalism. Neo-Hippocratism, neo-Paracelsism and
other similar, basically romantic and mystic movements came to
the fore. They were the precursors of Hitlerism. Germany is again
engulfed in a wave of mysticism, but she will emerge from it as
she has emerged in the past, and it is not difficult to guess what
direction the reaction will take.

History teaches us that the political philosophy of a nation
exerts a great influence on its science. Medicine is a rational sub-
ject and therefore cannot flourish when the underlying philosophy
is mystical, as was the case in the Middle Ages, in the period of
German romanticism, and now again under Fascism. What saved
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